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“We have protected
Flagstaff's premier open
spaces if this passes and
we lose them almost
certainly if it doesn't,”
Nikolai Ramsey of the
Grand Canyon Trust said
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KENDALL NICHOLSON, 1, MAKES the sign for “hat” during a Baby Signs class at McPherson Recreation Center on Thursday. '

Decoding baby talk

Local mom has toddlers interpreting sign language

By HILLARY DAVIS
Sun Staff Reporter

I ; endall Nicholson is a bright
and engaging baby, with big,
intelligent blue-gray eyes and

a jubilant giggle. At only 14 months,

she’s not very verbal — but that

doesn’t mean she can’t communicate.

With a special type of sign language adapted
for babies, Kendall can tell her parents when
she's hungry, full, sleepy or wet. She can “say”
when she sees a dog, a flower, a banana or her

shoes, and practices her manners with signs
for “please” and “thank you.”

The Flagstaff toddler is one of many stu-
dents of the nationwide Baby Signs program.
Kendall's mother, Tami, teaches classes lo-
cally.

At a preview class last week at the McPher-
son Recreation Center, six boys and girls be-
tween 9 and 22 months old practiced signs in
an informal circle setting filled with toys, blan-
kets and upbeat children's music. Classes are
an interactive, sensory, bonding experience.

Parents sing or read books while signing
along to key vocabulary terms, and present
the children with toys or snacks that visually
reinforce signs.

Jil Torrance,/Arizona Daily Sun

SIGN UP FOR SIGNS

For more information on Baby Signs

or upcoming classes and play groups,
contact Tami Nicholson at 225-0206 or
tami@babysignsbytami.com.

Some of the babies were shy, or more inter-
ested the toys, treats or each other, but oth-
ers enjoyed showing off their newly-acquired
skills.

The Baby Signs vocabulary has about 100
terms, some loosely based on American Sign
Language.

Kendall's parents estimated that she knows

See BABY, A10

Renzi ads attack Simon’s ties to ACLU

By DAILY SUN STAFF

and “Served as the President of the
ACLU," appear along with the words

n this television ad, Rep. Rick Renzi  “Radical Organization defends hard core

attacks Democratic challenger Ellen criminals y Love Association.”

Simon, tying her to a case the Ameri- News headline rea& “ACLU Defends
can Civil Liberties Union litigated and Child Molester







